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PREFACE. 


Tere is no task more difficult, than that of 
impressing the mind of a young child with suit- 
able ideas of the character of God and the 
relation which it sustains to him. But, all Pa- 
rents who have endeavoured to communicate 
those ideas, even though their success may not 
equal their wishes, will pronounce the effect to 
be exceedingly salutary upon the character of 
their children ; and their own observation will 
have convinced them, that nothing is more cal- 
culated to communicate and deepen those im- 
pressions, than the repetition of appropriate 
forms of prayer, accompanied with a few sim- 
ple explanations and instructions. Who. that 
has carefully instructed a child of even two or 
three years of age to pray, has not been surpri- 
sed at the influence which this acknowledg- 
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ment of God, has at least occasionally, upon its 
conduct. And where is the faithful mother who 
has not when thus endeavoring to lead the heart 
of her child up to its heavenly Father, listened 
with delight to its first inquiries, about the 
Great God? 


It is with the hope of aiding christian mo- 
thers, and especially those who are united in 
Maternal Associations, in this pleasant duty, 
that this little book is written. 


Although a number of forms of prayer for 
very little children can be found scattered upon 
_ the pages of devout authors, they are not, ex- 
cept in a few instances, included in the nehitee: 
tions expressly designed for their use. The 
author’s design is, in part, to supply this defi- 
ciency by a selection from the excellent Watts, 
and from a volume recently published by the 
Rey. John Burder for children. A considerable 
number of original prayers are added ; not that 
the author could be so self confident, as to sup- 
pose them so devout as those which are select- 
ed; but because there are few devotional forms 
to be found, which are saree to the under- 
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standing of very young children. Most ardent 
has been the wish, that those added to the num- 
ber, might be written in such a manner, as with 
God’s blessing, early to lead the hearts of these 
beloved ones, to the love and service of their 
heavenly Father. 

It is believed that Watts’ Catechism upon the 
nature of prayer may be very beneficial .to 
children.. It breathes the same pious spirit, 
and possesses the same appropriateness to their 
capacity, which characterizes all his other 
writings for their instruction. In the hope of 
bringing it into more general use, it has now 
been abridged for this publication. 

The history of -the life of Jesus Christ, in 
the form of question and answer, is designed 
simply to present to the minds of children, a 
distinct view of the history, character, works, 
and instructions of the Saviour; and that the 
_ ideas conveyed may perfectly accord with truth, 
almost every answer is given in the language 
of the Scriptures. 

The books which are written, dha the plans 


which are devised at the present period forthe 
1* 
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instruction of children are very numerous: and 
the author does not suppose that this little work 
will add greatly to those means of improve-_ 
ment. But if one mother is aided in the dis- 
charge of her arduous duties, or one child is 
better instructed in its duty to God, and in the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, it will be an ample 
reward to one, who is most deeply impressed, — 
with the responsibility of Parents, and the im- 
portance of well adapted instruction to children. . 


Yee 
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PRAYERS. 


1 Prayer for a very little Child. 


O orp be kind to me, and take care of 
me, and.-make me a good little child. 


Amen. ® 


O tak bless me, and make me a 
good little child, and save me from the 
wicked world; bless Papa and Mama 
and my brothers and sisters,* and all my 
dear friends, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Another. 


. » A Morning Prayer. é 
Save me, O Lord, from evil all this — 
day long, and let me love and serve thee 
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*Tn this and other hidics where relatives and friends ih 


are mentioned, children should be taught to name suc. 
as they have living. 
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An Epbnies Prayer. 
I pray thee, O Lord, forgive navy oe 
er I have done amiss this day, and keep 3 
me safe this night. 


Morning Prayer. . 
Keep me, O Lord, this day from. eV: 
ery thing that would do me harm, an 
make me a good child. Amen. 


Evening Prayer. 

I pray thee, O Lord, forgive me all 
that I have done wrong cedar and if I 
never see another morning, take me to 
dwell with thee, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
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Morning Prayer. . 
| thank thee, my Heavenly Father, 
that thou hast given me quiet sleep: 


wilt thou keep me from all harm to-day, 
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and provide me with food and clothes, 
and all that I[need. Make me a good- 
tempered, obedient child, for thou, the 
great God seest me, and art angry when 
Iam naughty. O be kind to me while [ 
live, and when I die, may [ go and live 
with thee in Heaven, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. : 
Evening Prayer. 

I thank thee, O Lord, that thou hast 
taken care of me to-day. Forgive me 
‘all that I have done wrong, and watch 
over me while I sleep, and awake me in 
the morpine. oe im 

wees Prayer. 

Heavenly Father, I thank ‘thee. for 

keeping me safe another mght; give me 


all that I need to-day, and bless my dear 


_ parents and brothers ant sisters, and Ce 
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ery one that I love: let me not be ill na- 


‘tured and disobedient, but may I be a 


good and pleasant child, for Christ’s sake. 


—_—_— 


Petitions to be added to the Morning Prayer on 
the Lord’s day. 


O Lord help me to understand and 


love thy word which [ am going to hear, 


and to keep holy this Sabbath day. 


Another. 

Suffer me not O Lord to waste this 
Sabbath day, in sin and folly, but» grant 
that I may take delight i in thy worship, | 
and that thy holy word which Iam going 
to hear may do me much good. 


Evening Prayer. 


I thank thee, O Lord, that thou didst 
hear my prayer this morning, and all my 
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wants have been supplied to-day; forgive 
every wicked thought that I have had, ° 
and all that I have done, or said, that is 
wrong, and help me to be a better child 
to-morrow. Amen. | 


Addition to the Evening Prayer for the Lord’s day: 

I thank thee, O Lord, for all that I 
have heard at home and in thine house, 
of my duty to thee and of the way by 
which my soul may be saved. Make 
me to love and obey thee—and may Je- 
sus be my Saviour. Amen. 


Another addition to the Evening Prayer for the 
Lord’s day. 


[ thank thee, O Lord, for this Sabbath 
day, and for «!] the good things that | 
have heard concerning my duty, and con- 
cerning the Saviour Jesus: Christ. if 
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pray that I may remember, and put in © 
practice what I have heard. May Je- 
sus be my Saviour, and may he help me 
to obey his commandments. 


The Young Child’s Morning Prayer. 
Almighty God, the maker of every ~ 
thing in Heaven and Earth, the darkness 
goes away, and the day light comes at 
thy command. ‘Thou art good, and thou 
doest good continually. {I thank thee 
that thou hast taken such care of me this 
night, and that [ am alive and well this 
morning. Save me O Lord from evil, 
all thissday long, and let me love and 
serve thee forever, for Jesus’ sake. 


The Young Child’s Evening Prayer. 
O Lord God who knowest all thingss 
thou seest me by night as well as by day: 
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[ pray thee for Christ’s sake, forgive me 
whatever I have done wrong this day, 
and keep me safe all this ay while I 


-am asleep; I desire to lie agua, under 


thy care, and to abide forever under thy 
blessing, for thou art a God of all power 
and everlasting mercy. Amen. 


For a Child who has been disobedient. 
O Lofd, I am ashamed to look up, for 
| have offended thee; I have disobeyed 
my Father, (Mother) and have been 
very wicked, and thou art angry with 


~me. Make me Sorry for my misbeha- 


viour, and forgive me for Jesus’ sake, 
and keep me from doing so any more. 
Amen.* 


*I cannot forbear suggesting to parents the benefit 


_ which may be derived to their children, by teaching 


them to confess their faults to their Heavenly Father.— 
When they are guilty of important misconduct, let them 
ra) 
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For a Fatherless Child. 
O Lord God, my dear Father is dead, 
and I shall never see him any more, wilt 
thou love me and be my Father, and 
may I be- thy obediént child; and wilt 
thou take.care of me, and give me all 
that I need, for Jesus’ sake.» Amen. 


. For a Motherless Child. . 
Gracious God, my dear Mother 18 ta- 
ken away from me, and she will never be 
with me, to take care of me, and love 


be faithfully and affectionately reproved, and then ex- 
horted to acknowledge their sin to God, and ask him to 
forgive them, and help them to be better for the time to 
come. Impressions made by scenes of this kind will not 
easily be effaced, and the effect will often be found to - 
be very salutary upon the disposition and conduct of the 
child. {am of opinion that should we adopt this me- 
thod much earlier than it is pract Lice deven by those whe 
practice it at all, many of the difficulties attending i 

controul of our children would vanish—we should 

happier parents, and they, better and happier children. — 


, 
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me, to instruct me, and pray'for me. O 
pity me! look kindly down upon me, and 
supply all my wants; and may I grow 
up, a child of the blessed God, and when 
I die, be happy in Heaven, for Jesus’ sake, 
Amen. | ide: | 
For a Fatherless and Motherless Child. 
O my Heavenly Father, to whom shall _ 
I look but to thee. Thou hast said, 
“ When thy Father, and Mother forsake 
thee, then the Lord will take thee up.” 
My dear Papa and Mama are dead, and 
I ask thee to love me, and provide for 
me; and may those with whom I dwell | 
be kind to me, a poor orphan child.— 
Keep me from being disobedient, or in 
any way sinnin g against thee, and when f 
die, wilt thou take'me to live with thee 
m Heavbe for Jesus’ sake. ~ 
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For a little Child whe is siek. 

O Lord my Heavenly Father, } am 
very sick, and my body is full of pain— 
Help me to take my medicines, and bear 
my sufferings with a. willmg and patient 
temper. Ifit be thy will, ease my pains, 
and give me health and strength, and 
may I be a better child, than I ever: 
have been; but if thou choose to take 
me away from this world, may I be pre- 
pared to go and live with thee in Hea- 
ven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


On recovery from sickness. 

I thank thee, O my Heavenly Father, 
that though I am a little child. thou hast 
heard my prayer. Thou hast kindly 
taken away my pains, and made me well 
again: help me to be very thankful, and 
may IT every day, try to do that which 


will please thee. Amen. 3 ) 
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Prayer for Heathen Children. 
~ Othou who didst make the world, 
and all the people who dwell in it; I en- 
treat thee to have mercy upon the poor 
‘heathen children, who never heard about 
the Saviour Jesus Christ. Send them 
teachers that they may know that he 
- died to save sinners. Let them not suf- 
fer any more from hunger, and cold, and 
the unkindness of their parents. May 
they become good children, that they 
may be loved by thee. Amen. 


Prayer for a Child of eight or ten years of age. 

O God thou art very great, and though 
I cannot see thee, thou seest me contin- 
ually. “ Thou knowest my down-sitting 
and mine uprising, and understandest my 
thoughts afar off; thou compassest my 
path, and my lying down, and art  ac- 
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quainted with all my ways; and there 
is not a word on my ni but thou Lord, 
knowest it altogether.” ‘Thou dost know 
when I am obedient to my parents and 
teachers, and pleasant and obliging to 
my companions, and others about me; 
and if I am disobedient, and unfaithful, 
unkind, and ill tempered, thou, seest me 
etill, and art angry with me. O keep 
me from those wicked actions to which 
my heart is often inclmed; make me to 
hate lying; let me not speak evil of any 
one; but when the conduct or feelings 
of others offend me, help me to recollect 
that I am a sinful child, who every 
day need that God should pardon and 
overlook my sins ‘and follies; and if I do 
~ not those evil things which others prac- 
tice, it is because God keeps me from 
them. O cleanse my heart in the blood 
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of the Saviour, who died to make an 
atonement for sin, and may I love him 
better than all earthly friends. Teach 
me how to do good to those around me, 
and give me a heart to pray daily for 
the poor and afflicte¢—for all those who 
have done me good, and for my dear pa- 
rents and brothers and sisters, that God 
would be their friend, and provide them 
with all that they need here, and take 
them to Heaven when they die. — I thank 
thee for thy great goodness towards me ; 
thon givest me my health and friends, 
and food and clothes, and hast given thy 
Son to save me from eternal misery.— 
Bless the Lord O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits. O hear my prayer, ac- 
cept my thanksgiving, and forgive my 
many sins for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
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A Child’s Morning Prayer. 


Great and gracious God, who hast cre- 
ated all things by thy power, and go- 
vernest all things by thy wisdom; thou 
art the author of all our blessmgs, by 
day and by night; I give thanks to thy 
majesty, that thou hast given me rest 
the night past, and that I am brought 
safe to see another morning 


Preserve me O Lord this day from 
every thing that may do me hurt; and 
wheresoever I am, let me remember that 
the great God sees me, and let me not 
dare to sin against him. 

I praise thee that I have parents and 
friends to provide food and clothes for 
me, and every thing else that I want; 
do them good I entreat.thee, both here, 
and hereafter, and give me grace daily 
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to learn what they teach me, and wil- 
ingly to do what they command me, 
that I may please them in all things, and 
live as becomes one of thy children. 


I deserve no good thing from thee, 
because I offend thee so often; but I de- 
sire to be sorry for my sins, and pray 
and hope thou wilt spare me, and show 
me thy love because thou art a God of 
mercy, and because Jesus Christ thy Son 
died upon the cross, to save auch Be 
children as I am,p ins*of Pet. 
Now he is gone up to peti to nledd 
with God for them and to bless them; 
grant O Lord, that I may see his face 
there hereafter, and sing his praises. 
To thee O Father, to thy Son, and thy 
Holy Spirit, I desire to pay all honor and 


ebedience, now and evermore. Amen. 
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A Child’s Evening Prayer. 

OQ Lord, our Heavenly Father, thou 
hast made the night for us to take our 
rest; I pray thee look down upon me, 
and watch over me while I sleep; for if 
thou take care of me, I need be afraid of 
nothing. Accept the thanks of a child 
for all the good things which I have this 
day received; and as I lie down in peace 
this evening, so let me awake and rise | 
again in peace, in the morning, to serve 
thee. ‘Thou hast seen and heard every 
thing that I have said and done this day ; 
O pardon every one of my faults, and be 
not angry with me, for thy Son Jesus 
Christ has suffered death for our sins, 
and J desire to trust in him to save me 
from thine anger. Let me learn to 
know thee while I ama child, and begin 
to fear thee, and love thee, and do thy 
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will, with delight; and 1 humbly ask, 
that thy Holy Spirit may instruct and as- 
sist me in all thmgs needful for me to 
do. Help me to honour my Father 
and Mother, to obey my teachers, to 
love my brothers and sisters, my friends 
and neighbours, as I would have them 
love me: Let me not be an enemy to 
any person whatsoever, and sufier not 
others to be enemies to me. I entreat 
thee O Lord for Christ’s sake give me _ 
every thing that is best both for my soul 
and body, for thou art wise and gracious, 
and able todo better things for me, than — 
Tam able to ask. And when I have 
done serving thee in this world, then take 
my soul to live with thee in Heaven, 
where | shall serve thee far better, than 
I can do on earth, and give thee glory > 
forever and ever. . Amen. | ey 
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For a Child. tala 

Almighty Father, how shall I a sinful 
child appear before thee, for thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold imquity, and 
the heavens are not clean in thy sight. 
O let me come in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, who died that sinners might be 
saved from destruction; I entreat thee 
for his sake to take away this love of sin 
‘which | find in my heart, and when Iam 
inclined to do that which is wrong, help 
me to recollect that thou abhorrest the 
workers of iniquity. 1am often tempted 
to indulge a selfish, impatient temper ; 
and to speak that which will be displeas- ~ 
ing to thee. O teach me to hate every 
sin, and to repent that my heart is so 
wicked, and so unfaithful to thee. Do 
not shut thine ear against the prayer of a 
_ dependant child, for the Redeemer’s sake. 


vst 
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For a Child or Youth who is going to sea. 

O Thou whose goodness is unto all, 
and whose tender mercies are over all 
the works of thine hands; let me come 
to thee at this time and implore thy pro- 
tection, while I go forth upon the great 
deep. Thou hast the winds and the 
wayes under thy controul; give them 
charge concerning me, to keep me, that 
I may suffer no harm; but if thou choose 
to send storms and tempests in my path 
upon the ocean, help me still to look up 
to thee asmy Father and say, “all thy 
ways are mercy and truth”—if IT be ba- 
ried in the waters, “ thy will be done” — 
and if thou preserte my life, “ thanks be 
to thy name.’ 

Be pleased to prosper me, in my ae: 
ful business; let me not yield to the 


temptations which will assail me—and_ 
3 i gid 
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give me at all times that sense of thy 
presence which shall make me fear to 
sin. Wilt thou keep my dear friends 
from sickness and death, during my ab- 
sence, and may we meet again, with 
hearts to thank Thee, the Giver of all 
good; for the Lord Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For a Child or Youth returned from sea. 

How condescending art thou O Lord 
God! ‘Thou hast not despised my 
prayer, nor turned away thy mercy from 
me; I have gone forth upon the great 
deep, under thy protection; m every dis- 
tress and danger, I cried unto thee and 
thou didst hear me—“ ‘Thou madest the 
storm a calm, so that the waves thereof 
are still.” ‘Thou hast preserved my dear 
friends in my absence—and we are all 
living witnesses that thou art good—Let 
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me have a heart to give myself away to 
thee, to dispose of me as thou shalt see 
good—-and may my treasure be in hea- 
ven, and my heart be there also—and 
when I die may I go and dwell there. 
Be pleased to hear me, and accept my 
thanksgiving, and answer my petitions, 
for the sake of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


For a Child or Youth in Apprenticeship. 

Let thy presence be with me, most 
gracious God, in the station and family 
where thou hast placed me. Keep me 
from the many snares and temptations, 
that attend youth on all sides, in this sin- 
fulage. Let me set a daily watch upon 
all my ways, that | may not offend thy 
majesty. Make me first faithful to God, 


and then to my master, even when | am 


not inhissight. Let me so fill up, every 
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part of my time, and manage the con- 
cerns entrusted with me, that I may not — 
be afraid to be called toanaccount. And 
grant, O Lord, that I may be so well ac- 
quainted with the proper business of my 
calling, and find such favour in the sight 
of men, that | may hereafter become use- 
ful in the world, and glorify thee in the 
whole course of my hfe ; for the sake of 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


For the Children of the Rich. 

I adore and bless thy good providence, 
O Lord, which has placed me in the midst 
‘ of plenty, and given me friends who pro- 
vide for me such a variety of comforts. 
Grant that I may not forget God the Gi- © 
ver of all good things. Though thou 
feedest me with the finest of the wheat, 
and arrayest me in better apparel than ~ 


29 


many others ; yet let me remember that 
l am made of the same flesh and blood, 
as the poorest child on earth; and that 
[ have the same sinful nature which be- 
longs to all the children of Adam. Suf- 
fer me not therefore to be proud and 
high-minded, to exalt myself above oth- 
ers, or look down upon them with a 
scorniul eye; but teach me to pity the 
poor, and relieve them according to my 
ability. Make me careful to grow rich 
in good works, and to increase more in 
knowledge, and in every virtue, since I 
have greater advantages than others. 
Help me to remember too, that without 
an interest in Jesus Christ, I shall be 
poor in the world to come. Let me not 
trust in earthly riches, which do but 
make to themselves wings and fly away ; 


but let me endeavour to secure those 
3* 


heavenly treasures which will abide for- 
ever; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour. 


—_— 


For the Children -of the Poor. 


Most High God, who art the wise 
disposer of all thy creatures; [I desire © 
humbly to submit to thy providence, who 
hast seen fit to place me and my father’s 
house in a low station in this world; help 
me to remember that Jesus, thy beloved — 
Son, was willing to be born and brought 
up ina poor and mean condition, and let 
me not be impatient of that state, which 
our Saviour himself endured, ‘who 
though he was rich, yet made himself 
poor for our sakes.’ Save me, I pray 
thee, from the temptations which attend 
poverty: Let me not envy the rich, nor 
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grow uneasy because I see other chil- 
dren better fed, and better'clothed, than 
fam. I would bless thee from my heart 
tha: thou providest food and raiment, to 
keep me in any. measure from hunger 
and cold. Suffer me not to covet what 
belongs to others, and much less to put 
forth my hand to the money, or goods 
of my neighbour, to steal, or pilfer from | 
him. Make me content in my circum 
stances, and diligent in my daily learn- 
ing or work: nor let me ever want for 
what is necessary to support my life. 
As I have little here on earth, make me 
the more careful. to seek after a trea- 
sure in heaven, and bring me safely in 
thy time to the possession of it; for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 
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” For Children in middle circumstances. 

I desire to praise thy wisdom and 
goodness, O my Heavenly Father, that 
thou hast not given me so great riches 
in this life that I should be tempted to 
forget Thee, and my need of a Heaven- 
ly inheritance—and that I am not so 
poor as to be under any temptation to 
repine at my allotment in life, or to steal 
my food and raiment. Let me never 
envy the rich, and may I ever be thank- 
ful that [am not poor, but that thou 
hast given me food and clothes conve- 
nient forme. Help me Lord to be dili- ° 
gent in the employment which thou as- 
signest me—and may I constantly en- 
deavour to do good toothers. Give me 
faith in the Lord Jesus, and may I be 
saved by his atonement, and sanctified 


by his spirit, and thus be prepared for a 
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world of blessedness, for the sake of the 
Redeemer. Amen. 


A Child’s: Prayer in his sickness. 

Look down upon me in mercy, O most 
gracious God, and pity me, under the 
sickness which thy hand has sent. Con- 
sider my affliction and my pain, and for- 
give all my sins. Even the iniquities 
and follies of my childhood, deserve all 
the pain and sorrow that I feel; and 
shouldest thou punish me according to 
my sins, my misery would be far great- 
er; but there is pardoning mercy with 
Thee, through the merits of Jesus Christ 
thy Son, and this is all my hope. Sup- 
port my feeble spirits to bear what thou 
layest upon me, and comfort my heart 
with thy word. Remove my disease, 
and heal me O Lord, and make me to 
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live toserve thee. Yet I would be pre- 
pared for dying: though I have been 
but a little while in this world, thy grace 
can fit me, and make me willing to go 
- out of it. Whether I live or die, let me 
be thine forever. Amen. 


For a Child on recovery from sickness. 

How shall I render Thee sufficient 
thanks and praises, O Lord my God, for 
thy mercies! Thou hast eased my pain, 
thou hast healed my disease; thou hast 
restored me to some measure of strength. 
‘Since life 1s given me anew, let me not 
return to my old sins, lest 1 provoke 
Thee to punish me more severely. Since 
thou hast not cut me off by death, but 
hast given me Igqnger time for repen- 
tance, let me not trifle that time 
away in childish follies, but live to the 
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honour of that God who has spared me 
for the sake of my blessed Saviour. ta 
Amen. 


Prayer for the conversion of the heart to God. 
Most Holy and most Merciful God, I 
desire to lie humbly at thy feet because - 
I was born in sin, and [ feel evil inclina- 
tions daily working within me; let my 
sinful heart be changed by thy Holy Spi- 
rit, and let holy dispositions be implan- 
ted within me. Let all my evil affec- 
tions and desires be done away, and make ~ 
me a new creature, that | may lay aside» 
childish follies and vanities, and become 
truly religious in my younger years.— 
Give me sincere repentance for all my 
past transgr essions, anda hatred of every 
sin for time to come; that being early 
conyerted to God, 1 may begin t to > love. 
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and honour Thee here, and be prepared 
for thy Heavenly kingdom ; for the sake 
of thy beloved Son, Jesus, in whom is all 
my trust, and to whom be everlasting 
honour. Amen. 


1 Youth’s Prayer for Sabbatk Morning. 

‘O Thou who art infinite in goodness, 
and every excellence and perfection, I 
thank Thee for the light of this holy 
morning. How great is thy kindness. 
that thou hast given us one day in the 
-~week, for communion with Thee, and 
for the great work of examining our own 
hearts, and spreading our wants before 
Thee. O help me to come to Thee 
this morning, with a portion of thesame 
spirit, which anmates the ‘saints m 
glory, while they cast thetr crowns at 
thy feet and worship. I desire to adore 
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Thee, for all the temporal mercies which 
thou givest me; but especially would I 
praise Thee that thou hast provided a 
way of salvation for miserable sinners, 
and that even I may be saved if 1 come 
to Thee through Jesus Christ. Help 
me, with deep repentance, and with 
strong faith, to look to Him for the re- 
demption of my soul.—I give myself up, | 
O blessed Saviour, to Thee, desiring to 
be saved only by thy blood. 

1 Thank Thee, Almighty Father, that 
thou hast given us the Sabbath, as a fore- 
taste of the everlasting rest which re- 
mains for thy people. Give me grace, 
“so to improve these holy seasons, and 
all the privileges which I here enjoy, 
that I may be prepared to enter into that _ 
Yest. Let not my mind, and affections 
be so engrossed and entangled in the 
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employments, the comforts, or the van+ 
ities of this world, that I shall forget to 
seek for a better inheritance. 1 would 
live as knowing that the time 1s short,— 
remembering, that if | am a sincere child 
of God, I shall by and by put off this 
body of sin and death, and see the face 
of my Lord and Master without sin. 
Bless all the Ministers of the Gospel 
to-day, and let them not preach and 
pray in vain; and let all thy people re- 
ceive a blessing from above—and may 
this be a day of salvation to multitudes 
of souls. Remember and bless thy Mis- 
sionaries, in all parts of the world; give 
them thy gracious presence, and crown 
their labours with abundant success. In 
all their trials, may they rejoice and be 
exceeding glad, that thou dost count 
them worthy to endure privations and. 
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suffermgs for thy name among the hea- 
then. I rejoice that thou lovest thy 
Church with an everlasting love, and 
that all thy purposes of mercy towards 
it shall be accomplished. Let the day 
come, when all the mhabitants of the 
earth, shall know and worship the living 
and true God,—the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, to whona be eternal glory. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer. f 
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Our Father ‘which art hid 


Heaven, \ hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done in Earth, as 


it is in Heaven; give’us this 


fay our daily bread, and for- 
give us our debts as we for- 
give our debtors;, and lead us 
not into temptation, but dalle 
ver us from evil, for Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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A ee Mustructions 
—  4N THE 
DUTY OF PRAYER, 
BY WAY OF QUESTION AND ANSWER. 
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1. Q. Do you know, dear chil 
what it is, to pray to God? 

A. To pray, is to ask God, to bestow 
on me the good things that I need. 

_ 2. Q. Does prayer mean no more 
than this ? 

A. Prayer signifies our ceases to. 
God in a religious manner, about any 
thing that concerns him, or us, or any o of ts 
his creatures. gett ca 

3. Q. What are the chief par 
prayer? 3 

A. Invocation, Theat confession, 
petition, pleading, self ee tha 
giving and te Ae: 3 
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4, Q,. What do you mean by invo- 
cation? 

A. Calling upon, or beginning to eel 
to God by some of his most holy names: 
thus, “O Lord God, my maker; Most 
merciful F ather ; Our Father uhé art 
in heaven.” 

5. @. What is adoration, or the se- 
cond part of prayer? 

A. To think highly of God, and to 
speak humbly to him, of our high es- 
teem for his nature and works. 

6. Q. How must we adore God, on 
account of his nature ? 

A. By mentioning some of his perfec- 
tions, such as his greatness, power, wis- — 
dom, goodness, holiness, justice, and the 
rest. 


7. Q. Can you give t me instances of 
all these ¢ p 
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A. If I adore his greatness, 1 say, © 
«Thou art very great, and greatly to 
be feared. Thy glory reaches above 
the heavens. All creatures are as noth- 
ing before thee.” 


If I adore his power, I say, “Thou 
art Almighty and canst do what thou 
pleasest; If thou wilt work, none can 
hinder; Who can lift himself up against 
God,. and prosper ?” 

If I adore his wisdom, I say, “ Thou 
art the only wise God, excellent m coun- 
sel and wonderful in working; All things 
are known to thee, even the secret 
thoughts of our hearts; ‘Thou seest us 


at all times, no darkness can hide us from 
thee.” 


If f adore the goodness of God, I say, : 


Thou art good, O Lord, and does 
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good; thy tender mercies are over all 
the works of thine hands. How gra- 
cious is our God, and how rich in mercy 
to all that call upon him. As.a father 
pitieth his children, so thou dost py 
them that fear thee.” 


If I adore him for his holiness and jus- 
tice, | say, “ Thou art most holy in thy 
nature, and hatest all sin. Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold miquity, and 
smners shall not dwell with thee. If 
thou Lord shouldst punish our iniquities 
according to their desert, we could not 
stand before thee.” : 

8. Q. In what manner would you 
adore God on account of his works? 

A. If 1 adore God for his works of 
creation, say “'Thou O Lord art the 
Creator of the heavens, and the earth, 
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and ‘all things that are in them. ‘Thou 
didst bring all things ae of nothing, by 
the word of thy power.” 


If I adore God for his works of provi- 
dence, I say, “’Thy wise and powerful 
providence, preserves and governs all 
the works of thine hands. ‘hou dost 
provide all things necessary for our sup- 
port ; i Re and righteous, are all thy 
ways.” | : 


When I adore God for his works of 
grace, 1 say, “How wonderful is that 
love of thine, which sent thy Son to save 
alost and miserable world?. How many 
thousand sinners hast thou pardaneds and 
there is yet pardonng mercy with thee, 
How long has thy love waited upon us, 
while we have continued in our iniquities. 
Thou hast provided a rich salvation; 
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what tongue of men or angels, can suffi- 
ciently adore thee for thy mercy.” 

9. Q. What is the third part of 
prayer, or confession? | 

A. It is an acknowledgment that we 
are mean creatures, and guilty sinners, 
and deserving of punishment, and not 
blessings, at the hand of God. 

10. Q. In what manner should chil- 
dren make confession? 

A. “Lord, I am not worthy to lift up 
_ my face before thee; I am but a child, 
and know little of thee. My iniquities 
are many, though my years are few; I 
_*haye broken thy holy commands, in 

“tho ight, word, and deed; shouldest thou 
punish me forever, thou wouldest be just; 
but [hie at the foot of thy mercy.” 

11. Q. What is the meaning of pe- 
tition, or the fourth part of prayer? 
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A. To make petition unto God, is to 
ask him for mercies, for soul or sir for 
ourselves or others. 

12. Q. What mercies do you want 
for your soul? 

A. I want a saving knowledge of roe 
the Father, and true faith m his Son, Je- 
sus Christ; I want to have my heart 
made sincerely sorry for my offences; I 
want pardon of sin and to be received 
into the favour of God. I want to have 
my nature made holy by the powgrlul 
working of the Spirit of God in me, a? 
want to have ail my wicked thoughts 
and sinful desires subdued, that 1 may 
love God and man, and perform my du- 
ty towards them. [ would beg of God 
to preserve me from every temptation, 
to carry me safely through life, prepare’ 
me for death, and bring me to heaven. 
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13. Q. What mercies do you want 
for your body ? 


A. Daily food and raiment, health 
and strength, protection from dangers, 
sleep and ee every night; and a con- 
tinual divine blessing on my labours, and 
studies, and all my concerns in this world, 

that they may turn to my preegnt, and 
future benefit. 


(14. Q. What petitions should you 
offer to God for others, which is called 
intercession ? 

A. I should pray for my parents, re- 
latives, friends, and teachers, that all 
needed blessings may be bestowed upon 
them; J ohéuld pray for my enemies, 
that God would give them repentance © 
and forgiveness; and for all people, es- 
pecially for the church of Christ, that it~ 
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may flourish ; and for the heathen, that. 
they may be brought into it. 

15. Q. What is the fifth part of 
prayer, which i is called pleading with 
God ? & 

A. To plead with God, is to use ar- 
guments with him, in a humble manner: 

16. Q. What arguments are proper 
to use, in praying to God? | 

A. We may plead with God for mer- 
cy, because our wants and sorrows are 
very great; because God alone can help 
us; because he is infinite in goodness, 
and compassion, and because he has 
made many gracious promises to those 
that call upon him. 

17 JQ. What is the greatest argue 
ment we can use with God? 

A. The name and merits of our Lord 


Jesus Christ. “Hear and answer me, 
5 
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O Lord, for the sake of thy blessed Son. 
Has he not suffered and died to procure 
' these blessings for such sinners as I am? 
O may Jesus our great High Priest above, 


make our prayers and praises eon 
to God, our Father !” 


18. Q. What is the sixth part of 


prayer, which is self dedication ? 


A. It is yielding up our souls and bo- 
alies unto God, through the mediation of 
~ Jesus Christ, with a hie bte resolution to 
be his forever. “I humbly lay hold of 
thy covenant of grace, and surrender my- 
self to thee, as my Lord and my God. 
{ commit my soul and body into the 
hands of Jesus Christ, as my wes Sa 
viour and my Lord.” 


19. Q. What is meant by ana 


ing, which is the seventh part of prayer 


he 


A. Thanksgiving implies a grateful 
sense of God’s goodness to us, and praise’ 
offered to him, on account of all the 
blessings which we enjoy here, and all 

_that we hope for, hereafter. 


-» 20. Q. What is ‘blessing, or dox- 
| ology, which concludes prayer ? 


AL It consists chiefly in ascribing glo- 
ry, and majesty, praise and honour unto 
God, as his eternal due, and is usually 
offered in such expressions as_ these: 

.« Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, to him 
‘that sitteth upon the throne and to the 
‘Lamb, forever and ever. Amen. To 
thee O Father, to thy Son, and thy 
blessed Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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21, Q. Ist necessary to observe ali — 
fpr parts. of prayers, oy sp wee 
pray? , 

A. No, for we should Amoi: or 
lengthen our: prayers, and frame our 
thoughts, and expressions, according. to 
our particular cases. But all these parts 
are mentioned, that we may learn to 
know every thing which belongs to the 
~ duty: of prayer. 


TEN COMMANDMENTS. 
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I. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me, 

Il. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is — 
in the earth beneath, or that 1s in the 
water under the earth: Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve 

them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
_ jealous God, visiting the imiquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate 
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me; and shewing mercy unto thousands 


of them that love me, and keep my cont- 


mandments. 


HI. 


‘Thou shalt not take the name of the © 


Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will | 


not hold him guiltless that taketh his — 


name in vain. 


mere S44 
Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep 


it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and 


do all thy work; but the seventh day ts 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God: In it 


thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 


thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manser- 


vant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, 


nor thy-stranger that is within thy gates: ' 


For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
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_ is, and rested the seventh day : where- 
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, 
and hallowed it. 


mW. 
Honour thy father and thy mother : 


that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 


VI. 
Thou shalt not kill. 
VII. 
~. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
VIL. 
Thou shalt not steal. 
IX. 


Thou shalt not bear false witness a- 


gainst thy neighbour. 
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X. 


Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
- maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 


any thing that is thy neighbour’s 


gn 
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SALEM: 
PUBLISHED BY WHIPPLE & LAWRBNCE, 
1823. eA” 


DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, to wet: 
District Clerk's Office. 
BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the eighteenth day 
of August, A. D. 1823, in the forty-eighth year of the, 
Independence of the United States of America, Whipple 
and Lawrence, of the said District, have deposited in 
this Office the Title of a Book, the Right whereof they 
claim as Proprietors, in the Words following, to wit : 


Prayers for Children and Youth; with an Historical 
Catechism of the Life of Jesus Christ. 


And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in the 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

Deuteronomy vi. 7. 

In Conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United’. 
States, entitled ‘“‘ An Act for the encouragement of. 
Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts, andi 
Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such Copies,,. 
during the Times therein mentioned:’’ and also to ant 
Act entitled, ‘‘ An Act supplementary to an Act, enti-: | 
tled An Act for the encouragement of Learning, by se-+ 
curing the Copies of Maps, Charts, and Books to the Au- 
thors and Proprietors of such Copies during the times . 
therein mentioned; and extending the Benefits thereoi ; 
to the Arts of Designing, Engraving, and Etching His-+ 
terical and other Prints.” 

INO. W. DAVIS, 


* Clerk of the District of Massachusetts 


HISTORICAL CATECHISM 
OF THE 
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1. Q. Who is Jesus Christ ? 

A. The eternal Son of God. 

2. Q. Did he come into the world, 
in the character of a rich, and great 
person? ; 

A. No; he was born in a Manger, of 

a poor virgin named Mary, of the ‘Tribe 
of Judah, and the family of David. — 
3. Q. Where was he born?. 
A. In Bethlehem; that the language | 
_ of the prophet Micah, might be fulfilled, 
_And thou, Bethlehem, though thou be 
little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall come forth unto me, 
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that is to be a ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have. been from old, tropv. 
everlasting. 

4, Q. By what names was he called? 


A. Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins; the Messiah, which 
signifies his being anointed to ie office 
of a Saviour; Emanuel, which is, God 
with us; and the prophet Isaiah says, 
his name shall be called Wonderiul, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Rivers | 


lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 


5. Q. Why did he come and take 
up his abode on earth? 

A. That -he might in. our nature 
exhibit a perfectly holy example, and 
then suffer and die upon the cross, for 
the salvation of sinners. 


6. Q. What circumstances took 
place at the time of his birth, toshew 
that he was the’ Saviour who was Bie 
mised in the old ‘Testament ? - | 
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» A: While the Shepherds of Bethlehem 
were watching their flocks by mght, an 
Angel of the Lord appeared unto them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them; and the Angel said, Be- 
hold I bring you good tidings of great 
joys which shall be to all people. Unto 
you is born, this day, in the city of Da- 
vid, a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
And suddenly there was with the An- 
gel, a multitude of the heavenly hosts 
praising God, and saying, glory to God, 
mm the Highest, and on earth peace, good 
will towards men. | 

7. Q. The Angels then are interes- 
ted in the work of redemption ? are 
A. It is written in the first epistle of 
Peter, that it is a work, into which the 
Angels desire to look. 2 
8. Q: Where did Mary carry Je- 
sus when he was forty days old ? 
A. To the Temple, to be presented 
to the Lord. . : 
2 


$ 
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9. Q. What testimony was there 
given, that he was the promised Mes- 
siah P 

A. The aged Simeon, to whom it had 
been revealed, that he should not die 
until he had seen the Saviour, took him 
in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 
Lord now lettest thou thy servant de- 
part in peace, for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation. Anna the prophetess, 
also, came in at that instant,. and gave 
thanks unto God, and spoke of him to 
all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem. 

: 10. Q. Was there any thing extra- 
_ ordinary in the character of Christ du-. 

ring his childhood ? | 
A. The Scripture says, And the ehiid 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and 
was filled with wisdom, and the grace 
of God was upon him. He also conver- 
sed in the Temple, with some of the | 
learned Jews, when he was but.twelve - 
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years old; and all that heard him were 
se, eB at his Peers and an- 
swers. _ | 
11. Q. By whom was Christ bupt 
zed? 

A. By John the Baptist. 

12. Q. What remarkable event 
took place as he came up out of ae 
water? . 


A. The Spirit of God dJescenagith ie 
a Dove, and lighted upon him; and a 
voice was heard from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased. 

13. Q. Whatdid Johnsay of Jesus? ~ 

A. Behold the Lamb of God, which ~ 
taketh away the sins of the world. | 

14. Q. How old was Jesus when 
he began to preach ? 

A. Thirty years. 

15. Q. How was he treated, when 
he preached his first sermon? 
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A. All that were in the synagogue, 
were filled with wrath, and thrust him 
out of the city, and 'ed hin to the brow 
of the hill, that they might cast him 
down. 

16. Q. How did he escape from 
them. 

A. He passed through the midst of 
them, and went his way. 

17; Q. What scripture was then 
fulfilled ? 

A. He was despised. and. inti of 
men. 

18. Q. What distress ‘did. he suffer. 
when he was about thirty years of age? 
A. He was in the wilderness fariy: 
days, with nothing to eat, being PPE? 

of the Devil. 

19. Q. How did he endure the 
temptations of Satan? | 

A. He resisted them all. 
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20. @. Why was he thus tempted? | 


A. That he might give us an exam- 
ple, how we should conduct when we 
are tempted to sin; and that he might 
sympathize with his people in all Weis 
trials, asit is written, In all their afflic- 
tions he was afflicted. 


21. Q. What was his first miracle? 

A. He turned water into wine ata 
marriage in Cana of Galilee. 

22. Q. Who were his first disciples ?. 

A. Peter, and Andrew, and Phillip. 

23. °Q. Did he persuade them to 


become his disciples, by promises of 
worldly prosperity ° 

A. No; for he declared, The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head. 


24. Q. How was he employ ed athe 
this period until his crucifixion ? 


Q* 
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A. He went through all the country, 
teaching in their synagogues, and prea- 


ching the Gospel. of the kingdom, and 


healing all manner of diseases among the: 


people. 

25... Q. Which is his most remarka- 
ble sermon on record ?: 

A. The sermon on the Mount. 

26. Q. What can you tell me of it? 

A. It is a complete directory for 
christian practice, adapted to all stations, 
and is filled with consoling and encoura- 


ging promises to those who obey its pre- 


cepts, and with threatenings to the,diso- 
bedient. 

27. Q. What was the effect of this 
_ sermon, upon the people ? 

A. They were astonished at his doc- 
trine, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the Scribes. 

28. Q. Whatare some of the most 
remarkable traits of character, which 
the history of Christ thus far exhibits?” 
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A. Infinite condescension in taking 
upon him our nature, with all its mfir- 
mities—in choosing’so low a station—in 
being subject to the control of his earth- 

ly parents, though he was: the Mighty 
God—in enduring the temptations’ of 
‘Satan—and in bearing with the insolent 
treatment of those who sought his life, 
and were jealous of his claims: to. the 
character of the Messiah. 

29. Q. Will you mention any other ? 
A. His benevolence to man. His 
whole life was a scene of benevolent 
acts towafds the sick, the infirm, the’ 
lame, the blind, and’ the serrowing, re- 
penting sinner. | 

— 30. Q. Mention some instances of 
‘his healing the sick. 

__A. When the Centurion entreated 
him to heal his servant, at the same time 
leclaring his unworthiness, Jesus said, 
go thy way, and as thou hast believed, 
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so be*it done unto thee; and the servant 
was healed that very hea When he 
saw Peter’s wife’s mother, laid, and sick 
of a fever, he touched her hand: and the 
fever left her, and she arose. He com- 
manded the sick of the palsey to arise, 
and take up his bed and walk, and he. 


arose before them all 


31. Q. Do you recollect any instan- 
ces of his healing the lame? 

A. He said unto the man with the 
withered hand, Stretch forth thine hand; 
and he stretched it forth, and it was re- 
stored whole as the other. When he 
saw the woman who had been bowed to- 
gether eighteen years, and could in no 
wise lift up herself, he laid his hands on 
her, and immediately she was made 
straight, and glorified God. 

82. Q. Did he restore sight to the 
blind P 

A. Blind Bartigieds who sat by a 


way side begging, said unto him, Jesus, 
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thou Sen of David, have mercy on me! 
And Jesus said unto him, Receive ihy 
sight. At another time, two blind men 
followed him, and said, Thou Son of Da- 
vid, have mercy on us! And witen he 
was come into the house, they came unto 
him, and he saith unto them, Believe ye 
that [am able to do this? and they say 
unto him, yea Lord. ‘Then touched he 
their eyes, and said, according to your 
faith be it unto you. 


33. Q. Tell me if he ever raised the 
dead ? 


A. Yes: When he came nigh to the 
gate of the city called Nain, behold’ there: 
wasa dead man carried out, the only 
son of his mother, and she was a widow. 
And when he saw her, he had compas- 
sion on her, and said unto her, Weepnot. 
And he touched the bier, and they that 
bare him stood still. And he said, Young 
jman, I say unto thee arise! And he that 
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was dead, sat up and began ‘to speak ; 
and he delivered him to his mother. 

He visited the grave of his friend Lae 
zarus, when he had been dead four days; | 
and when he had commanded the stone 
to be taken away from the mouth of the 
sepulchre, he said with a loud voice, 
Lazarus come forth! and he came forth, 
bound hand and foot, with grave clothes. 


34. Q. Mention some of the other 
miracles which he performed. ) 


‘A. He cast out devils—and healed: 
many who were afflicted with leprosy— 
he twice fed several thousand people 
with a few loaves of bread and some 
small fishes—he walked upon the sea— 
and he commanded the winds and the 
waves, and they obeyed him. 


35. Q. What do his miracles prove? 


A. That he was, what he called him- 
self, the Son of God. i 
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36. Q. What did the Lord Jesus say- 


of his existence, before he came into this 
world ? 

A. Before Abraham was, Iam. — 

37. Q. Why did not the Jews believe 
on him, when they saw his miracles ? 

A. Because they had expected that 
the Messiah would appear in great pomp, 
and establish a new government, in 
which many of them would be highly 
promoted. Beside, the depraved heart 
of man, then revolted, as it now does, 
from the humbling precepts of the reli- 
“gion of Jesus. | 

38. Q. What remarkable event took 
place, when Jesus took Peter, and James, 
and. John into a mountain apart? ~ 
" A. He was transfigured before them, 
and his face did shine as the sun, and 
‘his raiment was white as the light; and 
there appeared Moses and Elias talking 
with him; and a bright cloud oversha- 
dowed them, and behold a voice out of 


rey 


the cloud, which said, This is my belo- 
yed Son, in whom | am well pleased. 


39. Q. How did Jesus Christ treat 
little children? 


A. He took them in his arms and bles- 
sed them, and said, Suffer little children 


to come unto me, and forbid them not, — 


for of such is the kingdom of heaven, 


40. Q. What were his feelings tom 


wards the unbelieving inhabitants of Je- 
rusalem? . | 

A. When he was come near, and be- 
held the city, he wept over it, saying, If 
thou hadst known, even thou at least, in 
this thy day, the things which belong 


unto thy peace, but now they are hid 
from thine eyes. Oh Jerusalem, Jerusa- 


lem, thou that killest the prophets, and 


stonest them that are sent unto thee, 
how ‘often would | have gathered thy 
children, as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under her wings, arid ye would not! 


| 
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41, Q. Did Jesus always answer 
those who asked favours of him? 


_ A. Yes, but he sometimes tried their 
faith by delay ; ; asin the case of the Syro- 
Pheenecian woman, who cried unto him, 
saying, O Lord thou Son of David, my 
daughter is grievously vexed with a de- 
vil! but he answered her not a word 
Then came she, and worshipped him, 
saying, Lord help me! but he answered, 
It is not meet to take the children’s 
bread, and cast it to the dogs. And she 
_said, Truth Lord, yet the dogs under the 
table, eat of the children’s crumbs. ‘Then 
Jesus said unto her, O woman, great is 
thy faith! be it unto thee, even as ep . 
wit. 

42. Q. Do we read that ee pray- 
oi in secret ? 

A. It is frequently mentioned that he 
went into an high Mountain apart, to. 
pray also that he arose a great while 

fore day; gh went out to pray. 


74. 
43. @. What did he teach respec- 
ting prayer? 
my That we ought always to pray, 


and not to faint; that we must enter into _ 


our closet, and lugs the door, and pray 
to our Father who is in secret; he also 
commanded his disciples to widely, and 
pray, lest they should 


tion. 


enter into tempta-_ 


44. Q. What promises did he mses 


re those who pray? 


A. Ask and ye shall receive, seek and 
ye shall find, knock and it shall be open- 


ed—thy Father who seeth in secret, 
himself shall reward thee openly,—what- ; 
soever ye shall ask of the Father in mii 


name, I will do it. 


45. _Q. What did Christ say to Nico- | 


demus, who came to him by night for m-_ 


struction? 


A. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, ~ 
cept a man be born again, he cannot séé— 


the kingdom of God. " iota 


] 
| 


| 
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ed) TONS tedch the necdk: 
sity of faith in himself ? 


A. In the same discourse with Nico- 
demus, he says, For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
son, that whosoever believeth on him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world, to condemn the world, but that 
the world through him might be saved. 


47. Q. What does he say of those 
who believe not on him? 

A. That they are condemned already. 

48. Q. Does Christ teach us to for- 
give? 
~ A. Yes. Forgive and ye shall be 


forgiven. If ye forgive not men their 


_trespasses, neither will your Father 


which is in heaven, forgive you. When 
Peter mquired, if he should forgive his 


brother seven times, he answered, I say 
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not unto thee, until seven times, but until 
seventy times seven. 


AJ. Q. Did he exhibit an example of 
the snirit of forgiveness ? 


“A, Yes; through the whole course of 
his life, for he was treated with scorn, 
but was never weary of doing good ; but 
the most striking mstance ify: it, was, 
when on the cress he prayed ms his 
murderers, Father forgive them for they 
know, not what they do. 


50. Q. What command does Christ 
_ give us respecting our enemies ? . 
A. Love your enemies, bless them | 
that curse you, do goed to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which des- — 
pitefully use you, and persecute you, that 
ye may be the children of your Father ” 
which is in heaven, for he maketh his ” 
sun to rise on the evil, and on the good, © 
and sendeth rain on the just, and on the 
unjust. 
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51. Q. What did Christ say of those 


who after seeing his mighty works, re- 
fused to believe on him? 


A. That it should be more tolerable 
or Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment, than for them. 


(52. Q. Did he teach the duty of re- 
pentance. 

_ A. Repent and believe the gospel. 
Except ye repent, ye shall all hkewise 
perish. | 

53. Q. Did he give any example of 

God’s willingness to pardon the repeuit- 
Ing sinner? 


A. Yes, in the story of the Prodigal 
Son, in the 15th chapter cf Luke, also | 
in his own kindness to the woman who 
Was 2 sinner, but who came behind him 
as he sat at meat, and washed his feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. 

3* 
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5A, | Q. How did Christ teach us to 
worship God ? 
A. God is a spirit, and they that wor- 


ship him, must worship him in spirit and 
mn truth. 


55. Q. Did Christ teal us to be 
humble P | 

A. Whosoever shall humble himself — 
as a little child, the same shall be great- 
est in the kingdom of heaven. He that — 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.— — 
Learn of me, for | am meek, and lowly” 
in heart. | 


56. Q. Did Christ set an avanidle 
of humility ?. 
A. In aimost every act of His life, he 
showed a humble temper of mind, but — 
especially on the night before his cruci- . 


fixion. 


4 
& 
Ft 


57. Q. Mention the instance. 
A. When he arose from’ supper, chem 
laid aside his garments; and took a towel — 


4 
J 
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and girded himself, and poured water 
into a bason, and Washed his disciples 
feet, and wiped them with the towel 
mliateieath he was girded. | 


58. Q. What did he then say to 
them ? 

A. If I your Lord and master avs 
washed your feet, ye also ought to wash 
one another’s ee For 1 idee given 
‘aie an example that ye should do as | 
ave done to you. 


59. Q. Did Christ teach ie sOv- 
reignty of God? 
A. Yes; in the parable of thé hus- 


bandman who sent labourers into his 


vineyard; they that had borne the bur- 
den and heat of the day, are represented 
as being offended that they received no 
more wages, than those who began to 
- labour Se Seventh hour. 


60. Q: What answer was made to 
these complaints ? 
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A. Friend, I i thee no wrong; didst 
thou not agree with me for a penny ? 
Ts it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own? Is thine eye evil, be- 
cause | am good ? 


61. Q. Did the Lord Jesus promise, 


that those who were his followers should © 


persevere to the end ? 

A. And they shall never perish, nei- 
ther shall any pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand. He that heareth my 
word, and, believeth him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation, but hath passed from 
death unto life. 


PE OZ Qe: Wivat Ha Christ say nye 


who are ashamed of him ? 


A. Of them shall the Son of Man be - 


ashamed, when he comes in the glory of 


his Father with all the holy angels. 
63. Q. What did he say of the mi- 


sery of the wicked in the eternal world ? 


a 
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A. ‘These shall go away into ever- 
lasting pumshment ;—cast ye the unpro- 
fitable servant into outer darkness, there 
shall be weeping, and wailing, and gnash- 
ing of the teeth. 


64. Q. What did Christ say of the | 
reward of the righteous, in the world to 
come ? » : 


A. Then shall the Judge say unto 
them, Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you ~ 
from the foundation of the world.—Then 
shall the righteous shine as the sun in 
the kingdom of ther Father—They 
shall receive in the world to come, life 
everlasting. 


65. Q. What example is given in 
the New Testament, of the happiness of 
the righteous, and the misery of the 
wicked ? | 


A. The story of the rich man and 
_ Lazarus, in the 16th chapter of Luke. 
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66. Q. How did Christ show his af 


fection for his disciples ? 


A. By bearing with their ignorance, 
infirmities, and unbelief, and patiently in- 
structing them; but especially did he 
show his love for them the evening be- 
fore his crucifixion, when he gave them 
so many consoling promises 


67. Q. Mention some of those pro- 
mises. ) tas Ct 
A. I will not leave you comfortless, I 
will come unto you. H go to prepare a’ 
place for you, and [ will come again and 
receive you to myself, that where I am, 
there ye may be also. Because I live, ye 
‘shall live also. Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you, not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you forever, even the spirit of 
truth. : : 
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68. Q. What remarkable prayer 
did he offer for his disciples ? 


A. That which is contamed in the 
seventeenth chapter of John. 


69. Q. Did he pray for any who 


were not then his disciples ? 


A. In the twentieth and twenty-first 
verses, he prayed for all who should ev- 
er believe in him. 


70. Q. When did Christ institute 


the sacrament of the supper? 
A. The evening before his crucifixion. 
71.. Q. In what manner ? | 
A. And he said unto’ his disciples, 
With desire, have I desired to eat this 
ogee with you before [ suffer. And 
he took bread and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave it unto them) saying 
this is my body, which is broken for 
you, this do m remembrance of me, 
ikewise the cup, after supper, saying 
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this cup is the new testament in my 
blood, which is shed for many, for the 


remission of sins. 


72. Q. Where did Jesus and his dis- 
ciples go, after they had eaten the sup- 
per? | 


A. Into a garden, called Gethsemane. 


73.. Q. What did he suffer there ? 
A. And he said unto his disciples, My 


soul. is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death; and he went a little distance from 
them, and fell on his face, and prayed 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me. And being 
in an agony, he prayed the more ear- 
nestly; and his sweat was, as it were 
great drops of blood, fallmg down to the 


ground. 


. 74, Q. How did he bear these se- 
vere sullerings ? 
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A. With entire submission. [If this 
cup may not pass away from me, except 


f drink it, thy will be done. 


75. Q. What took place, after he. 
had prayed? 
A. Le Judas, one of the twelve came, 
and with him a ereat multitude with 
swords and staves, from the chief Priests, 
and elders of the people to take him. . 


Q. In what manner did Judas 
betray him? 

A. And. forthwith he came to Jesus, 

and said, HailMaster! and kissed him. 


77. Q. What miracle did Jesus per- 
form at this time? 

A. When Peter drew his sword, and 
smote the servant of the high Priest, 
‘and cut off his ear, Jesus touched his ear 
and healed him. 


78. Q. What Pre to the sol- 


diers when Jesus said to. them, I am he? 
4 
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A. They went backward and fell. to 
| the ground. 


79. Q. What then peste of his 
So gid 7 


A. They all forsook him, and fled. 


80. Q. To whom did the soldiers 
take Jesus? 

A. To Caiaphas the High Peat 
where the Scribes and Pharisees were 
assembled. 


81. Q. How did they treat him? 
- A. They brought ipee witnesses a- 


gainst him. 
82. @. Did he eat to eae ? 


A. He held his peace, that the scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled—-He was oppres- 
sed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth. He was led as a lamb 
to .the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
» her shearers is dumb, so he opened | not — 
his mouth. ray 


; ? 
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83. Q. When the High Priest ad- 


jered him, to tell him. whether he was 
the Christ or not, what was his an- 
swer? 

A. Hereafter ye shall see the son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and comimg in the clouds of heaven. 

_ 84. Q. What did they then do to 
him ? | 

__A. They spit in his face, and buffeted 
him, and smote him with the palms of 
their hands. 

82° Q. What was Peter’s conduct 
at this time ? | 

A. He three times denied his Lord, 
although he had before declared, that 
tho’ he were to die with him, yet would 
he not deny him. 

8 6. Q. Did Christ reprove him? 
A. And the Lord turned and looked 


upon Peter, and Peter remembered the 
_ words of the Lord, how he had said unto 
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him, Before the cock crows, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. And Peter went out - 
and wept bitterly. 

87. Q. Where did they take Jesus, 


in the morning ? 


A. The whole multitude of them 
arose and led him unto Pilate. 


88. Q. What did Pilate say after he 
had questioned him ? 


A. I find no fault in this man. 


89. Q. Where did he send Jesus 
when he heard that he was from Gali- 
lee? 


A. To Herod. 
90. Q. Did Christ reply to Herod’s: 


questions ! e 
A. He answered nothing. 


91. Q. How did Herod treat hint? 


A. He with his men of war set him 
at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed — 
him im a gorgeous robe, and sent im 
again to Pilate. 
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- 92, Q. What question did Pilate ask 


him? 

A. If he were the king of the Jews. 
- 93. Q What did he answer? 

__ A. My kingdom is not of this world, 

for if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight that I 
should not be delivered unto the Jews. 

94. Q. Was Pilate disposed to con- | 
demn him? | 

A. No; he went again to the Jews, ~ 
and said unto them, I find in him no fault 
at all. 

95. Q. Were they willing to have 
him released? _. 

A. They cried out the more vehe- 
mently, Away with him, away with him, 
crucify him! 

96. Q. What did Pilate then do? 

A. He took Jesus and scourged him: 

97. Q. What did the soldiers ? 

4 
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A. They platted a crown of thorns, 
and put it on his head, and put on him 
a purple robe, and Re Ct| him, Hail 
_ king of the Jews! And they smote 
him on the head with a reed, and spit 
upon him, and bowing on icteés wor- 


shipped him. 
98. Q. Did he resent these insults? 
A. When he was reviled, he reviled — 


not, again, when he was buileted he 
fiheutcied not. 

99. Q. What did they ai with Je- 
sus, after this? 
A. They led him away to be cruct- 
fied. | 


100. Q. Where did they crucify 


him ? 


A. At a place eigen. was called 
Calvary. 


101. Q. Who was manetbad with » 
him ? | | 
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A. Two thieves, one on either. side; 
~ one of whom railed on him. 

102. Q. What did the other say ? 

A. Lord remember me, when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. 

103. Q. What was given Jesus to 
drink ? , 

A. Vinegar mingled with gall. 

104. Q,. Who stood by the cross? 
A. His mother, and his mother’s sis- 
ter, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. 
105. Q. What took place when Je- — 
sus was crucified ? 
A. It was about the sixth hour, and — 


there was darkness over all the land, 
until the ninth hour. 


106. Q. What took place at the 
ninth hour ? | | 
A. Jesus cried with a loud yoice, my 


~ God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
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me! And when he had ‘citled again, he 
gave up the ghost ; and the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom, and the earth did quake, 
and the rocks rent, and the graves were 
opened, and many bodies dt the saints 
which slept arose. 

107. Q. What did they to Jesus 
when they perceived that he was dead ? 

A. They pierced his side, and forth- 


with there came out blood and water. 


108. Q. What scripture was fulfil- . 
led at the crucifixion of Jesus ? 
A. He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our imiqui- 
/ tna the chastisemént of our peace was 
upon him. He was stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted, It pleased the Lord 
to ivuise him, he hath put him to grief. 


109. Q. Who besought Pilate that™ 
he taight take away the body of Je- 
sus! | 
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A. Joseph of Arimathea, who was a 
counsellor, a good, and just man. Ni 
codemus came also, who at the first 
came to Jesus by night, and brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about one 
hundred pound weight. And they wrap- 
ped the body in linen clothes with the — 
spices as the manner of the Jews is to 


bury. 
110. Q. Where did they lay him? 


A. In a garden, in a new sepulchre 
which was hewn out of a rock. The 
women also which came with him from 
Galilee followed after, and beheld the 
sepulchre, and how his body was laid. 


111. Q. What means did the chief 
Priests, and the Pharisees employ, to 
prevent Jesus from rising from the dead, 


as he had foretold? 


A. They set a watch, and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone. 
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112. Q. What took place towards 
_ the dawn of the first day of the week, 
as Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary 
came to the sepulchre ? 7 

A. Behold there was a great earth- 
quake, for the angel of the Lord descen- 
ded from heaven, and caime, and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat 
upon it. 

113. Q. How did this event effect 
the keepers of the sepulchre? 

A. They became as dead men. 

114. Q. What did the angel say to 
the women? 

A. Fear not ye; for | know that ye 
seek Jesus which was crucified. He is. 
not here, for he is risen as he said; 
and behold he goeth before you into Ga- ~ 
lilee; there shall ye see him. 

~115. Q. To whom did Jesus Christ ” 
first appre after his resurrection? = 

A. ‘l’o Mary Magdalene, and the oth- © 
er Mary. As they went to tell his dis- 


«95 


ciples, behold Jesus met them, saying, 
All hail! And they came and held him 
_ by the feet, and worshipped him. 

116. @. What did he say to them? 

A. Go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend unto my Father, and 
your Father, and to my God and your 
God. hs 


117. @. When did he appear to 
the disciples ? Z 

A. As two of them went the same 
day, toa village called Emmaus, Jesus 
himself drew near and walked with 
them. 


116. Q. Did they know that it was 
the Lord ? 

A. Their eyes were holden that they . 
should not know him. And when they 
related to him the wonderful events 
which had taken place at Jerusalem, he 
expounded to them, inal] the prophets, 
the things concerning himself. 


119. Q, Did they then know him ?” 
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A. No; but they constrained him to 
goin and tarry with them; and it came 
to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he 
took bread, and blessed it, and brake, 
and gave it unto them. And their eyes _ 
were opened, and they knew him, and- 
he vanished out of their sight. | 


120. Q. Where did they go? 


A. They rose up the same hour, and 
went to Jerusalem, and told the eleven, - 
what things were done in the way, and 
how he made himself known in the 
. breaking of bread. | | 


121. @Q. When did they see him 
again P 

A. While ,they were speaking of 
these things, Jesus came and stood in 
the midst, and said unto them, Peace 
be-unto you! And he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 


122." Q. Did he give them any more 
instructions ? 
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A. He opened their understandings, 
that they might understand the scrip- 
tures, and said unto them, Thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead, the | 
third day. 


123. Q. What was his last com- 
mand to his disciples ? 


A. Go ye into all the world, and 


preach the gospel to every creature. 


Q. 124. What was his last promise 
to them? 


_. A. Lo Iam with you alway, even to 
the end of the world. 


125. Q. From whence did he as- - 
cend to heaven? 


A. He led them out as far as Betha- 
ny, and lifted up his hands and blessed 
‘them; and while he blessed them, he 
was parted irom them, and carried up 


mnio heaven. : 
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126. Q. Where is Christ now? 

A., In heaven. : 

127. Q. What is he doing there? 

A. He intercedes with the Father, 
for the forgiveness of his people. 

_ 128. Q. Will many be saved in an- 
swer to his intercessions? 

A. St. John who saw a vision of hea- 
ven, says, And I beheld, and lo, a great. 
~ multitude, which no man could Hanber, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people” 
and tongues, stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with 


white robes, and palms in their hands. 


128. Q.' What blessings will Christ 
bestow in heaven upon the redeemed ? 
A. They shall be washed from their 
sins in his own blood; and serve him 
day and night in his temple, and he that 
sitteth upon the throne shall dwell among 
them.. _ They shalt hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more, neither shall 
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the sun light on them, nor any heat; 
and the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and -lead 
them to living fountains of waters, and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes. And the city, hath no need of the 
sun or of the moon to shine init, for the 
glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof; and there 
shall inno wise enter mto it any thing. 
.» that defileth, or worketh abomination or 
~ maketh a Bee. | 


130. Q. Will Jesus be forever ador- 
ed for the salvation of sinners. 

A. John describes the redeemed in 
heaven, as saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy 1 is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power, and riches, and strength, 
and wisdom, and honour, and glory and — 
blessing; and the four living creatures 
said Amen; and the four and twenty 
elders {fell Mb Win and worshipped him 
that liveth forever. 
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131. Q. What did Cie say to 
John of himself? 


A. I am he that liveth and was dead, 
and behold I[ am alive forever more, 


and have the keys of hell and of death. 


132. Q. Mention John’s description 
of Christ. 

A. His head and his hairs were white 
like wool, as white as snow, and his s eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and his voice as 
_the sound of many waters, and his goun- 
tenance was as the-sun shining m his 
strength. He afterwards describes him, 
as clothed 4 in a vesture dipped in blood; 
and having on his vesture and on is 
thigh, a name written, King of Kings, . 
and Lord of Lords. 


133. Q. Will Christ judge the world 
at the last day ? ‘ 


A. For the Lord himself shall de- — 
scend from heaven wiih a shout, with . 
the voice of the archangel, and the 
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trump of God—The Lord Jesus shall 


be revealed from heaven, with his migh-’ 
ty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glo- 
ry of his power, when he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, andyto*be ad- 
piece all them that believe. 
134.. Q. How does Christ himself 
speak of the day of judgment? | 
A. When the Son of man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of 
his glory ; and before him shall be-gath- - 


ered all nations, and he shall seperate 

them one from another as a shepherd 

_ divideth the sheep from the goats ; and 

_ he shall’set the sheep on his right hand, 

but the goats on the left. Then shall 

| the a say uato them on ‘ee 
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hand, Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. Then 
shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 3 | 


MIRACLES 


PERFORMED BY CHRIST. 


all 
— 


TO BE COMMITTED TO MEMORY, AND RECITED IN THE 
ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE MENTIONED. 


1. Relate the first miracle which Christ pe®- 
formed. John ii. 1, 11. 


% Relate the miracle which he wrought upow 
the nobleman’s son. John iv—46, 54. 


3. - - - - upon the impotent man. 
John v—2, 9. a 
4. - - - - upon the leper mentioned 
Matt. vili—1, 4. 
5. - - - = upon the centurion’s servant. 
| Matt. vili—b5, 13. 
€. - - = + upon one possessed of a devil. 


Mark i—21, 28. 


i-_ 


10. 
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12. 
13. 
14. 


15. 


Relate the 


LOR | 
miracle upon Peter’s wife’s 
mother, and on many sick and 


' possessed. Luke ivy—38, 41. 


* “@d hand. Matt. xii—9, 


a is 


on the wind and the sea. 
3 Luke vili—22, 25. 


upon two possessed with de- - 
vils. | Luke viii—26, 39. 


upon one having the palsey. 
Luke v—14, 25. 
upon the daughter of Jairus, 
and the infirm woman. 
Luke viii—41, 56. 
upon one possessed of the de- 
vil. : Luke xi—14. 


upon two blind men. 


Matt, ix+27, 31. 


upon the young man of Nain. 
Luke vii—11, 15. 
‘vpon the man with a wither- 
13. 
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16. “Relate the miracle upon the blind and 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22, 


23. 


24, 


dumb, possessed with a devil. 
Matt. xii—22. 


of feeding five thousand. 
John vi—5, 13. 


of walking on the sea. 


Mark vi—47, 51. 
upon the daughter of the Sy- 
ro-Phoenecian woman. 

Mark vii—25, 30. 
upon one deaf and dumb. 

Mark vii—31, 37. 
of feeding four thousand. 

Mark viili—1, 9. 
upon a blind man. 
Mark viii—22, 258 
upon one born blind. 
Jobn ix—1, 11. 
of the draught of fishes. 
Luke v.—4, 7. 


26. 
26. 


ets 


28. 


32. 
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Relate the miracle upon the lunatic dumb | 


© 
> 


boy. Mark ix—17, Q7: 
of the tribute money. 

Matt. xvii—24, 27. 
upon the woman who was 
bowed together. 

Luke xiii—10, 13. 
upon the man sick with the 
dropsy. Luke xiv—2, 4. 
Upon | the ten lepers. 

Luke xvii—12, 19. 


_of raising Lazarus from the 


dead. - John xi—32, 44. 


upon blind Bartimeus. 
Mark x—46, 52. 


upon the unfruitful fig tree. 


Matt. xxi—1@,-19. 
upon the servant of the High — 
Priest. Luke xxii—50, 51. 
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PARABLES 


SPOKEN BY JESUS CHRIST. 
B: 


TO BE COMMITTED TO MEMORY AND RECITED IN 
THEIR ORDER) 
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-1. Relate the parable of the wise and foolish © 


man. Matt. vii—24, 27. 


2. - = = - ofthe sower; also of the tares.* 
Matt. xiii—1, 23 : 24, 30. 


3. - - - - teaching cvbiveienn 
Matt. xviii—21. 35. 


of the labourers. 
Matt. xx—1, 16. 


Bilal fe hse ‘., of the two sons. 
Matt. xxi—28, 32. 


i560 foe of the householder. 
Matt. xxI——33, 4 41. 


‘of the ten virgins. 
Matt. xxv—1, 13. 


8. - - - = of the talents. 
| Matt. xxv—14, 30. 


" - # And the other parables in this chapter. 
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Relate the parable of the covetous man. 


Luke xili—15, 21. 
of the faithful and unfaithful — 
servants. Luke xii—35, 48. — 
of the barren fig tree. \ 

Luke xiii—16, 9. © 
of the mustard seed, and of 
the leaven. Luke xiii—18, 21. 
of the marriage supper. 

Luke xiv—16, 24. 
of the hundred sheep, and the 
thirty pieces of silver. 

Luke xv—3, 10. 
of the prodigal son. 
Luke xv—11, 32. 
of the unjust steward. 
Luke xvi—1, 9, 
of the rich man ‘and Lazarus. — 
; Luke xvi—19, 31. 
of the importunate widow. 

* Luke xviii—1, 8. _ 
of the Pharisee and the Pub- 
dican. Luke xvili--9, 14.) 
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